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VETERINARY EVIDENCE. 


Col. Blenkinsop’s recent Paper upon this subject 
will probably cause a little discussion, and is certain 
to be widely read and pondered. It is an able and 
impartial survey of a subject replete with difficulties 
and pitfalls: and while it can initiate no radical re- 
form, its perusal and consideration must do some 


Of course, expert evidence in veterinary as in 
most other technical matters will always be a source 
of difficulty. _ However scrupulous professional 
witnesses may be, differences of opinion will always 
be common, and lawyers will accentuate them. 
But perhaps no professional function is so conducive 
to the gradual abandonment of scruple as the giving 
of expert evidence. A few good general rules of 
conduct for the guidance of expert witnesses may be 
laid down, as has been done by Col. Blenkinsop. 
But the difficulty lies in the practical application of 
such rules to the ever-varying conditions of indivi- 
dual cases, in the face of lawyers and clients who, of 
course, desire professional evidence as favourable to 
their side as possible. The last-named point forms 
the great temptation to professional witnesses to 
stray from the path of strict rectitude. Under its 
influence, very many men - a little from seru- 
pulous fairness, and some develop into perjurers. 

Undoubtedly the present state of affairs is capa- 
ble of improvement, though we do not think that 
matters are a whit worse within our profession than 
amongst medical men. But improvement is most 
likely to come very slowly, by a gradual education 
of the profession and the public alike. Many lay- 
men do not yet understand how inexact and de- 
bateable a subject medicine is, and with a growing 
popular enlightenment in this respect, the dogmatic 
expert witness will become less in demand. Many 
professional men, also, do not fully appreciate the 
high responsibilities attached to the giving of tech- 
nical evidence, and such papers as this of Colonel 
Blenkinsop’s cannot fail to raise the ideals of a few. 
Men will read it, and call to mind cases in which, 
without conscious dishonesty, they have deviated a 
little from the strict code which should be observed 
by the professional witness—and some will do so 
less frequently in the future. 


Tae END oF THE YEAR. 


Again, at this season, we tender all our readers our 
best wishes for the year to come. The year just ending 
has been quiet for the profession, and very anxious for 
the Body Corporate, and in the latter particular the 
coming year bids fair to be likewise. Nevertheless, 
of the Royal College assu and in t hope we sa 
good-bye to 1911. 


. TUBERCULOSIS IN THE DOG. 


By E. Hoare, F.z.c.v.s. 

Subject. An Irish terrier dog, aged 15 months. 

History. The animal when purchased by the 
present owner in January, 1911, was five months 
old, At that time he was in poor condition and 
looked unhealthy, but with good care and liberal 
feeding he commenced to improve slowly; he had a 
slight cough for about two months, but after this 
p eriod got into gocd condition, and continued so 
until the last ten em of October. Then he showed 
evidentees of illness, such as a capricious appetite, 
dull expression of countenance, and accelerated 
respirations ; no cough was present, but the animal 
rapidly lost condition. 

After showing the above symptoms for about ten 
days, he was sent to aa infirmary on Nov. Ist, for 
treatment, and the following symptoms were ob- 
served. Condition poor, but no emaciation present ; 
respirations accelerated, marked heaving of the 
flanks, and abdominal breathing, sad expression of 
countenance ; the head and neck were carried in a 
stiff manner. 

Physital signs. Right side—percussion showed 
complete dulness of a wooden character, and on aus- 
cultation there wasan entire absence of the respira- 
tory sounds. On the left side these conditions were 
alsopresent, but far less marked.- The cardiac sounds 
were rather indistinct and the cardiac impulse 
weak. Evidences of a slight degree of ascites were 
also present. No cough and no nasal discharge. 

Diagnosis. Pleurisy with pleural effusion, prob- 
ably tubercular. 

While in the infirmary the dog seemed to improve 
and fed fairly well, in fact the owner was anxious 
to take him home, but I suggested the employment 
of the tuberculin test. However, the animal died 
during the — of Nov. 6. 

Autopsy. The right side of the thorax contained 
an enormous amount of fluid of a light greenish 
tint, the mediastinum was fixed towards the left 
side ; the right lung was pressed up to the verte- 
bral column and completely collapsed. The left 
side contained a cae amount of fluid. The 
costal pleura of both sides was inflamed, and showed 
very small tubercles, especially close to the sternal 
region. No organized lymph was present, and no 
adhesions. The abdominal cavity contained a small 
amount of effusion, but no other lesions were 
detected. 

I forwarded the lungs and heart to Prof. Wool- 
dridge, Royal Veterinary College, London, who 
kindly examined them and reported as follows :— 
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“The right lung was completely collapsed, and 
the pleura inflamed and covered by a croupous 
deposit. The left lung was collapsed along its 
lower edges only. The lymphatic glands of the 
chest were slightly enlarged and juicy, but showed 
no other changes. The left bronchial tubes were 
filled with a sticky, frothy exudate, which contained 
numerous free tubercle bacilli, as shown on micro- 
scopic examination and staining with Ziehl- 
Neelsen.” 

Remarks.—As is often the case with canine 
tuberculosis, symptoms were not present—or not 
observed—until the disease was far advanced. This 
dog was about nine months in his owner’s possess- 
ion, and beyond the slight signs of illness manifested 
during the first two months, nothing wrong was 
detected until five months afterwards. The animal 
was kept in the house and was made a pet of by 
children, but no suspicion of any danger existed. 

This has been the usual history of such cases, 
but in the present instance the dog was young—only 
15 months of age. : 

It is very probable that if post-mortem examina- 
tions were more regularly carried out, cases of 
canine tuberculosis would be found to be more 
common than is at present imagined. Unfortu- 
nately it is not always possible to obtain permission 
from the owners to ee ia autopsies, and thus much 
valuable material is lost. Some will even object to 
the tuberculin test being carried out, although the 


_ importance of a correct diagnosis has been pointed 


out to them. Others, again, do not believe that 
tuberculosis occurs in the dog, and this erroneous 
view is fostered by the opinion expressed by some 
veterinary surgeons in connection with the subject. 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, on Thursday, December 7th, Mr. R. J. Fore- 
man, President, in the chair. The following Fellows 
signed the attendance book: Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, 

. R. Davis, D. Stewart, P. W. Dayer Smith, R. Bry- 
den, A. Gordon, J. F. Macdonald, E. Lionel Stroud, 
W. ag A. Neish, G. H. Livesey, A. L. Butters, 
W.S. Mulvey, R.A. Philp, James Rowe, James A. 
Gosling, Wm. Willis, Herbert King, J..J. Kelly, Wm. L. 
Harrison, Sidney Villar, Profs. H. A. Woodrutf, G. H. 
Wooidridge. 

Visitors : Messrs. K. Davis, H. J. Hare, D. Blyth, and 
S. H. L. Woods. 

On the motion of Mr. Stroud, seconded by Mr. P. 
Dayer Smith, the minutes of the last meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

CoRRESPONDENCE. 

The following letters were read : 

Regret for inability to attend the meeting from Mr. 
James T. Angwin and Mr. W. Shipley. 

from Mr. R. Porch and Lieut.-Colonel R. 
oore. 

From Mr. J. B. A. Hare stating in reply to a letter 
from the Secretary asking him to reconsider his resigna- 
tion, that he adhered to his decision. 

From Mr. Ainsworth Wilson deciding to continue 


being a Fellow. 
From Capt. 8. F. G. Pallin resigning his Fellowship 


on account of being away for five years on active 


service. 

From Mr. Alfred Prudames acknowledging the letter 
which the Secretary had been authorised to write to 
him on his resignation. 

From Mr. G. J. Bell explaining that on account of his 
wife’s illness he had been unable to attend the Congress 
at Belfast, and hoping that that had not caused the 
Society any inconvenience. 

From Prof. Gofton, Hon. Sec. of the Amalgamation 
Committee, asking formal approval of the scheme. 

From Mr. A. M. Trotter, ve the Association of Veteri- 
— Officers of Health. 

he Hon. Sec. (Mr. Hugh A. MacCormack) stated 
that he had written on his own responsibility to Capt. 
Pallin explaining that while Fellows were on active 
service they became Honorary Fellows, and that on his 
return he would be placed on the full register. 

The PresipEnT said the Secretary had done perfectly 
right in replying to Capt. Pallin as he had done. 

On the motion of Prof. Wooldridge, seconded by Mr. 
Davis, it was resolved that letters regretting resignation 
should be written by the Secretary to Mr. Porch and 
Lieut.-Col. Moore. 

On the motion of Prof. Wooldrige, Prof. Gofton’s letter 
was referred to the next meeting. 

The PRESIDENT said the matter referred to by Mr. 
Trotter in regard to the Association of Veterinary Officers 
of Health had evidently been studied by a very strong 
board, and he thought they could not do better than 
agree to it. : 

Professor WooLDRIDGE proposed, and Mr. Butters 
seconded, a resolution that the action of the Association 
of Veterinary Officers of Health should be supported. 

The PREsIDENT asked if it were the wish of the meet- 
ing that the resolutions sent in by Mr. Trotter, as repre- 
senting the Association, should be to. 
| Prof. Wootprice thought that as_ the resolutions 
asked for a great deal, the Society ought to be careful 
in wording its support. 

Mr. Burrers said they might express approval of any 
scheme which would produce a pure milk supply and 
control tuberculosis. 

Pref. WooLpRIDGE moved : “That the Central Veter- 
inary Society expresses sympathy with the action of the 
Association of Veterinary cers of Health in their 
endeavour to obtain legislation for the control of tuber- 
culosis and other diseases of cattle, and to obtain a pure 
milk supply.” 

The PRESIDENT agreed with the Resolution, as that 
would not commit them to anything at all. 

Prof. WoopruFF said that while he agreed with the 
resolution, it seemed to him that it was necessary to go 
a stage further. While sympathy with their colleagues 
was all very well, that sympathy might take a more 
practical form by urging the authorities which had 
power to act to do so. Pious opinions of sympathy 
were not much good at this time of day, and if they had 
not time adequately to discuss the questivn that evening 
he thought it should be put down on the agenda of 
another meeting later on in the session for a proper dis- 
cussion. Such an important Society as theirs, the 
metropolitan Society, should take a lead in the subject, 
and not merely pass a pious resolution. The Association 
of Veterinary Officers of Health would be satisfied if 
the Society said they sympathised with them and were 
going to do their part to urge on the same programme. 

Mr. Mutvey thought that they should surely discuss 
anything before sympathising or disagreeing with it. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE suggested that such an expression 
of sympathy should be given as would not — the 
Central Veterinary Society from going into the question 
thoroughly. 


Prof. Wooldridge’s motion was agreed to, 
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Mr. Mutvey then moved that the subject be put on 
the agenda of a future meeting, to be at an early 


Mr. Parr seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 
Prof. WooLDRIDGE suggested that Mr. Mulvey should 
himself bring it forward. That was obviously right 


thing to do. 
ELECTION OF FELLOWs. 

The PRESIDENT announced that the following had been 
unanimously elected: Mr. J. W. SuGpEN, M.RC.V.s. 
Southminster, Mr. J. A. GosLING, M.R.C.v.s., 212 Goswell 
Road, E.C., Mr. C. A. W. CUNNINGHAM, M.R.C.V.S., 128 
Goswell Road, E.C., and Mr. T. A. B. Cocksedge, M.R.c.v.s. 


Emsworth, Hants. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
R. J. FoREMAN, M.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—There is one privilege the Presidentship 
of this Society carries with it that I appreciate—there is 
no discussion on this address. I think it would be a 
most hanpy position for a “cynic” to air his views from. 

I wou d rather have been excused from inflicting this 
address upon you, but am told that custom cannot be 
altered to suit me, so here are a few of my impressions 
on subjects eer to the profession at present. 

I hope the time is close at hand when the Veterinary 
Amendment Bill will assist the Royal College of 
Vetermary Surgeons out of its difficulties, I think 
that a sufficient sum of money should be obtained from 
the annual fee to place the R.C.V.S. on a sound financial 
basis, but there ought not to be a prodigal balance to 
tempt a lavish expenditure at the expense of the general 
practitioner. When the “house is in order” the interests 
of the general practitioner, as being the main provider of 
the funds, should be the first consideration. t him be 
protected to the utmost, especially we quacks, 
patent medicine vendors, not only through prosecutions 
where possible, but by finding some means of showin 
the public the folly of trusting to the much-advertise 
nostrums. We know that each practitioner does this in 
his own way amongst his clients, but such teaching takes 
a very long time to travel round. Surely something of 
the kind, undertaken by Zhe British Medical Journal 
in their publication “Secret Remedies” could be done, 
and if written in a racy ~~ it would sell like hot cakes, 
and more than pay for the expense. There have not 
been any libel actions against the B.4M/.J. that I have 
heard of, and I do not think we would need fear any. 
If this or some other scheme succeeded, I am sure not a 
G.P. would begrudge an annual fee of one, or even two, 
guineas, for he would be enabled to view the onslaught 
of motors with equanimity for a few more years. 

There is a hardship which the publicity given to the 
Amended Bill has ——— about ; very many more 
“empirics” have started all over the country. Five or 
six unqualified men have set up in a district not very 
far from mine, and I have heard of other instances but 
not in such a wholesale style. 

We ought to keep on agitating for the rebate on the 
Petrol Tax. It is a big item where 20,000 miles per 
annum are covered, Pe I have no doubt many motor- 
ing V.S.’s do that or more. 

Then there is the action over the crest of the R.C.V.S. 
In some districts the crest is looked upon with great awe 
by clients, who would not think they were getting a 
proper powder or drench unless the label had the “picture’ 
on it. In other more advanced districts, and especiall 
amongst the business firms, it is probably never pers § 
the M.R.C.V.S. being quite sufficient for them. In the 
old days, before education became so general, I think it 
was quite a necessity, but now that the term veterinary 
surgeon is more commonly used and understood than 
the old term “farrier,” it is not so much needed. I 
think it is entirely a matter of individual preference 


depending on the district. I use it on colic draughts to 
enable the pom to more easily distinguish them from 
the ones sold by quacks, but if it is decided that we each 
have to pay the tax when using the crest I do not think 
the Exchequer will benefit through me. I do think a 
fee paid by the R.C.V.S. ought to cover us all in its use. 

In looking over the swine fever returns it struck me 
that, in comparison with the total value of the three 
million swine in the kingdom, an enormous sum of 
money is being spent in trying to stamp the disease out, 
and up to now the attempt is a failure. It is time the 
“ Powers that be” remembered the services of the general 
practitioners during the pleuro-pneumonia outbreak, and 
made use of them again to the same extent. We could 
do with some of the money now being wasted and give 
good value for it. 

Tt-will bea day for the veterinary ession 
when the R.C.V.S. 7? a diploma for a “ Veterinary 
Department of Public Health,” and as things are pro- 
gressing in the mechanical world, the sooner the better. 
Such a degree would quickly receive recognition. It is 
no use waiting for it to be demanded from us, far better 
to have it y, even if it has to be stored away for a 
time in a bottom drawer. 

Has it struck any of you how the much discussed 
Insurance Bill will affect us. I will mention one point 
which, if a fact, will cause us a little amusement, or 
otherwise, each time it occurs. 

Suppose I wish to operate on two days in one week. 
Having only one man regularly employed I send him on 
to the highway to get help. After a weary pilgrimage 
and much persuasion he inveigles three “ unemplo: 
workmen” to come and pull on a rope. I have to 
enquire of each man if he has earned 9s. and had his 
insurance paid for the week. Next day the same pro- 
cedure with three different men. If the six have not 
been employed to the extent of the 9s., and my payment 
brings their earnings over that sum, I have to pay 1/6 
in addition to what I usually give them, and I have to 
be a kind of a stamp oftice as well, for I suppose I shall 
have to go pa the same performance each time I 
get a man to hold my horse. If I don’t, and he gives 
me away, the fine will add to the fun of the thing. I 
may have misread the clause, but that is how I inter- 
pret it. 

I have wondered if there will be any advantage to us 
as a profession through the treatment coming into 
fashion in human medicine. I mean “Organo therapy.” 
It seems to be founded upon the old Indian habit of 
eating those parts of their fallen foes they yg 
themselves deficient in—heart for courage, testicles for 
potency, etc. The treatment is gaining ground and 
may take the place of drugs to a great extent ; but the 
progress is slow, as only little work is being done in re- 
search by just a few very interested men. We might 
look into it and give data as to the special periods in the 
lives of animals when the value of the glands, blood 
and milk, is at its height ; and also experiment in the 
improvement of animals so as to produce more active 
glands for any special purpose. 

In conclusion, just a few words about ourselves. We 
have done well in the past and ought to live wp to our 
reputation and not on it. There is a tendency to get 
slack and think “Oh, if I don’t write a  eaped some one 
else will” ; but if we are all thinking alike we come to 
a standstill. Perhaps we are not all capable of giving a 
paper, but each can join in the discussion or bring an 
Interesting specimen. These three things are essential 
for the Society’s existence. 

Asa change, occasionally a Fellow ought to be coura- 
geous and tell us of a dismal failure or two. It is very 
soothing to other Fellows to know that they are not the 
only ones who make mistakes, and much is to be learned 
through the failures, as well as successes of others. 

I again thank all the Fellows of the Society for the 
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honour conferred upon me, and I hope to find from 
your continued support that you have not repented 
your choice. 


ConGRESs OF THE INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH’ 
‘ DELEGATE’S REPoRT. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—On Tuesday, August 
15th, the Royal Institute of Public Health held in 
baer 3 College, Dublin, its third annual Congress in 

t city. 

The programme informed us that the first Annual 
Congress ever held of the then British—now the Royal 
—Institute of Public Health took place in Dublin on 
17th, 18th, 19th, and 20th, 1892. 

he programme also made the interesting statement 
that Dublin University was the first of the Universities 
in the United Kingdom to recognise the growing import- 
ance, which the Public Health question was assuming, 
and in 1875 instituted a special examination in State 
theref ite in the fi f 

t appear, refore, quite in the fitness 
things, that the Congress of the Royal Institute of Pub- 
lic Health should have found a resting place within the 
staid and sober walls of this historic and famous seat of 
learning. 

We are told it was a custom much in vogue amongst 
the early Greeks, when the Elders assembled to discuss 
= great and pressing question of social or political 
reform, to meet in the open air, as they held that their 
deliberations were not assisted by architectural grandeur, 
but rather hindered by it. They maintained that “men’s 
heads were thereby filled by ‘vain and improbable 
fancies’ when wf were assembled for debate in places 
where they could see statuary and paintings, or the 
richly ornamental roof of the Council Chamber.” I am 
not going to offer any opinion, or call in question the 
wisdom of the Greeks in arranging their business in 
their own way, but such ideas can scarcely be said to fit 
in with our modern views on suggestion and environment. 
We know the Greeks were an impressionable People, a 
lusty and energetic race, and probably the Elders were 
right, and considered it safer to keep them in the open, 
as they knew their bodies were as prone to sudden ex- 
pansion as their minds, and during the process they 
would be found no respecters of persons or objects of 


art. 

e, however, would be a sorry jade indeed, who would 
sit unconcerned midst such surroundings as those of 
Trinity College, Dublin. To an Irishman especially who 
knows anything of the striking part this Institution has 

layed in the intellectual life of the Nation, Old Trinity 
aes and will continue to have, a proud and abiding in- 
terest. Its intellectual history is inseparably bound up 
with and hallowed by the memories of men whose learn- 
ing was as broad and general as the casing air, and so 
profound that their names and their teachings have pene- 
trated to the uttermost ends of theearth. Beneath the 
shadows of those austere and gloomy walls have walked, 
obscure and alone, some of the brightest intellects that 
yet illume and adorn the pages of English literature. 

ld Trinity has more than justified her existence ; she 
is still instinct with an unfading spirit of youth ; with 
posterity her place is secure. She nurtured, matured, 
and inspired by her teachings some of the broadest and 
most fruitful minds that have ever—whether in the field 
or in the Senate—helped to shape the destinies of this 

ighty Empire. 

t is curious to reflect that in a nation, which, from 
one period of its history to another, has been rent 
asunder, and torn with political or social strife, Trinity 
College has kept steadily burning the lamp of learning, 
and has sent out into the world men skilled in almost 
every branch of human knowledge. It would be un- 

as well as difficult for me to touch on even the 


the subject, or pass in review the phalanx o 


fringe 


intellectual giants who have carried her name and her 
fame throughout the English speaking world. 

She has given to medicine and surgery such distin- 
guished names as Crampton, Collis, Butcher and Corri- 
gan. To the practice of the law she has given such dis- 
tinguished ornaments as Curran, Brewster, Bushe, 
Dowse, Whiteside, McDonagh, Pallas, Armstrong, and 
Isaac Butt—men whose wit, eloquence, and found 
knowledge of the law maintained at its hig! est the 
already high traditions of the Irish Bar. To the realms 
of politics she has given Edmund Burke, Grattan, 
Plunkett and Flood. To dramatic literature she has 
given such imperishable names as Congreve, Masklin, 
Goldsmith and Sheridan—men whose works age cannot 
wither, nor custom stale their infinite variety ; they are 
as fresh and invigorating, and as full of human interest 
to-day as the day they were written, and will in all 
probability endure as long as the English language con- 
tinues to be the medium by which men communicate 
ripe scholars as y, Ingram, raith, ughto 
Mahaffy, and Ball. 

The position of Trinity College, viewed from the 
standpoint of history, is unique and remarkable. She 
has never been at any period of her history, either in 
the spirit or the letter, national, or an expression of the 
spirit of the nation. She has held aloof from all national 
sentiment, or anything that would characterise her as 
truly racy of the soil. She has always been sternly on 
the side of the Constitution. She has maintained a 
chilly indifference to the moving aspirations of the 
times, and she remains to-day as much apart from the 
people as ever she was. She has remained almost im- 
passiue and apparently indifferent to the recent stormy 

riod through which the education qnestion has 
in Ireland, and which has culminated in the creation of 
a National University. Yet, strange as all that may 
appear, the fire of revolution has been kindled and kept 
= in her very heart. A body of men have from time 
to time found their way within her walls in whom the 
spirit of revolt and revolution was the all-inspiring 
motive of their lives, and whose acts have at times done 
much to shake and thwart the power of the English 
Government in Ireland. Foremost amongst these might 
be mentioned Lord Edward FitzGerald, and Robert Em- 
mett—men who, however mistaken their motives have 
been, have laid down everything—even their lives—in 
support of their convictions ; and as time has mellowed 
their memories, and softened the feelings of those who 
poor ss ae of their opinions and condemned their 
methods, yet there is to-day a large body of Irishmen in 
Ireland and elsewhere of all shades of political and 
religious thought who do not hesitate to point to them 
as t of the purest and the noblest spirits that ever 
flew in the face of oppression, or sanctified with their 
a the cause of human liberty in any country in the 
world. 

Whatever may be the future history of education in 
Ireland, the record of Trinity College will be hard to 
beat, although the new National University may attract 
a greater number of disciples, and afford more scope and 
encouragement for the development of more advanced - 
methods of thought, yet Trinity, by reason of her great 
traditions and intellectual associations, will always re- 
main a source of pride and inspiration to Irishmen. 

I am, however, reminded my business is to report the 
pomenenee of the Congress of the Royal Institute of 

blic Health, but I may be pardoned for putting before 
you a few of the impressions that across my 
_— as I attended from day to day the work of the 
Jongress. 

The Congress was opened before a very distinguished 
assembly, under the idency of Lady Aberdeen, who 
delivered the inaugural address, in which she dwelt at 


f ! considerable le: on the importance of enlisting the 
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sympathies of women in any health movement, and 
inted out the necessity of advancing the claims of 
women for a broader and better system of education in 
what she called the household sciences. She strongly 
maintained that whatever other branches of education 
claimed the attention of woman, or, however she may 
be turned away by side issues on public questions, the 
eare of the household and the services of the home 
should always remain the primary function of woman. 

The section of Comparative Pathology and Veterinary 
Hygiene was opened under the Presidency of Professor 
Metta in the School of Pathology. e Professor 
opened the section by the delivery of an extremely able 
and interesting address, in which he dwelt at length on 
the question of infection as it occurred between man 
and animals. He said infection in the lower animals 
was the same, or almost the same as in man, and he 
maintained it was a false conception to consider man 
apart from the lower animals. Dealing with the ques- 
tion of tuberculosis, he marshalled a great variety of 
interesting facts in quite a masterful way. He said 
there appeared little doubt that infection in man was 
mainly from one human being to another, and the ques- 
tion arose how infection was handed on, and what was 
the portal for tle introduction of the infecting agent. 
He did not think the respiratory tract was the .channel 
of infection, but it was not possible to exclude infection 
from that source. From a wide experience he held that 
infection by the respiratory tract was rare, if it existed 
at all. He dwelt on the danger of using contaminated 
meat and milk—the danger from contaminated milk 
particularly could not be exaggerated. 

The speakers were Colonel Moore, Mr. Winter, Mr. 
Cooney (President of the Dublin Victuallers Association) 
Prof. O’Connor, and Mr. Mason. 

On Wednesday morning the real work of the section 
may be said to have commenced, when a paper was 
hy Professor MeWeeney entitled “The Relations of the 
Bacilli of the Typho-coli Group to Meat Poisoning and 
Paratyphoid.” In the course of this most interestin 
address the Professor said that most of the outbreaks o 
food poisoning hitherto recorded had been produced by 
the use of food that had not been in the least degree 

utrid. Moreover, he said, the alkaloids of putrefaction, 
In so far as they were poisonous at all, were quite capa- 
ble of producing the symptoms recorded in carefully 
observed cases. In the deplorable outbreak of poison- 
ing in Limerick recently in which so many people lost 
their lives, and which was traced to Geertnér’s bacillus, 
the meat, though stale, was not complained of by those 
who partook of it. He had added the speerfic bacilli 
obtained in this case to a shin of cold beef, and he was 
astonished to observe the appalling rapidity with which 
it impregnated the meat without in the least interferin 
with its normal appearance. He strongly advoca’ 
that all killing should take place in abattoirs. All 
serious cases of poisoning had been traced to private 
slaughterhouses, and in such cases there was evidence 
pointing to the fact that the animal was ill, or actually 
dying, at the time of slaughter. In all these cases care- 
ful inspection revealed such conditions as pyzmic 
abscesses, umbilical infection, septic enteritis, or endo- 
metritis, more especially in wasted or emaciated 
animals. 

Bacteriological examination was essential and should 
he resorted to at once in all such cases, and no properly 
constituted abattoir should be considered fully equipped 
without having been furnished with a laboratory where 
such investigations could be properly carried out. 

A very full and interesting discussion followed, in 
which Sir Christopher Nixon, Professor Craig, Mr. 
Devine, Mr. Begg, Prof. O’Connor, Mr. Hatch (President 
of the Cowkeepers Association), Mr. Mason, and Mr. 
Cooney took part. 


During the course of this discussion what appeared to 
me to be a rather amusing incident took place. Prof. 
McWeeney, as all who know him are aware, is an 
extremely able and highly cultured man. He has a 
clear fluent style, and eike in a round voice, without 
a trace of any particular accent, but he has the faintest 
suggestion of a lisp. When Mr. Begg, a gentleman 
from the North with a pronounced Scotch accent, rose 
to contribute his portion to the discussion, he began by 
complaining that most of the interest of ‘the r was 
destroyed by what he called the Professor’s “ dialect.” 
At this pronouncement there was some consternation, 
during which the learned Professor slowly elevated his 
gold rimmed spectacles to the bridge of his nose, and 
calmly contemplated, with a mixed expression, the gen- 
tlemen with the Scotch accent, who so bitterly com- 
plained of his “ dialect.” 

Mr. Devine, F.R.c.v.s., read a clever paper on “The 
Contamination of Milk occurring between the cow 
and the consumer,” in which he passed, in review, the 
methods adopted on the Continent in handling and pre- 
paring milk for public consumption. The paper also 
gave rise to a very full discussion, in which Sir Christo- 
ed Nixon, Messrs. Holland, Winter, Watson, Mason, 

atch, Cooney, and several other speakers took 

Mr. Hatch a called attention to the fact that 
men who, like himself, incurred considerable expense at 
intervals in having their. dairy cows tested, and who 
embrace every modern idéa that made for improvement 
in the conditions of handling and keeping milk, received 
no recognition from the public, beyond the man who 
complied only with those conditions which barely kept 
him within the law. He pressed strongly the point 
that those members of the medical profession who had 
the power should take this matter up and insist, where- 
ever they could exercise that power, that men who were 
progressive in their methods, if not getting actually the 
preference, should be given at least proper recognition 
and encouragement. 

On Thursday, Prof. Craig read a paper, which exhibi- 
ted evidence of great care and labour in its preparation, 
on the “ Diseases communicable from animals to man,” 
and in the course of which he dwelt at considerable 
length on the numerous ways in which disease is trans- 
mitted, and pointed out how prevalent tuberculosis is 
in dogs and cats, and cited cases in which diseases had 
been communicated to man by pigeons. 

Speaking to a vote of thanks to Prof. Craig, Mr.T. W. 
Russell, M.p., Vice-President of the Department of Agri- 
culture, delivered himself of a very significant speech, in 
the course of which he dealt with the recent outbreak 
of anthrax in the County Wexford. He said that when 
cases of this kind broke out, he inquired from the re- 
sponsible official in the Departmeut the cause of those 
outbreaks, he was told they did not know. He, however, 
paid a high compliment te the Irish Veterinary Depart- 
ment, a said it was creditable to them that for a 
quarter of a century they had kept the country free from 
foot-and-mouth disease, He deplored that at this hour 
of the day research work had done no more for them 
than to draw a cordon around an affected area, and 
slaughter all within it. This is a striking example of the 
child-like simplicity which = | pervades official 
utterances when they pretend to deal with a subject of 
a purely technical character. It never occurred to 
Mr. Russell to inquire how much or how little 
the Department, of which he is the official head, had 
done for the prosecution of research work in Ire- 
land. Mr. Russell was, however, very spepetaees, and 
said more research work should be one, and more 
money should be provided for it, They had in the De- 
— een mised considerable sums of money 
the Development Committee—a Department of State 


which had the distribution annually of three-quarters of 
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a million. They had had already £100,000, and other 
claims were still unsatisfied. The question of research 
work, he said, was immediate and important—not only 
to find out the cause of disease, but the necessary reme- 
dies to apply to them. 

The other speakers were lrof. Mettam, Col. Moore, 
Mr. Dunlop, Mr. Winter, and Mr. Mason. 

Sir Charles Cameron read a paper entitled “ Suggested 
amendments in laws and regulations in dealing with 
milk.” In the course of his paper, Sir Charles referred 
to some recent outbreaks of fever in Dublin, where 
investigation showed the disease was traceable to certain 
affected dairies. He considered the sanitary authorities 
should be empowered to prohibit the sale of milk in 
cases in which it was found that persons using milk from 
those source suffered from typhoid fever, and where no 
other cause could be found. He advocated that persons 
engaged in handling milk should be from time to time 
submitted to medical examination. He also advocated 
legislation enabling compensation to be given for cows, 
w ry in the interest of Public Health had to be slaugh- 
te 


Dr. McGuinness, referring to the question in the 
course of his speech, said the sanitary laws would never 
be complete until they had a Minister of Public Health 
appointed. 

After some further discussion, Mr. Mason proposed, 
and Mr. Howard seconded the following resolution, 
which was passed :—“ That in the opinion of this section 
the appointment of a Minister of Public Health is 
essential for the protection of the health of the Com- 

Prof. O‘Connor moved, and Mr. Begg seconded, the 
following resolution, which was passed unanimously :— 
“That legislation should be secured to enable the re- 
sponsible officers of Public Health to prohibit the sale 
of milk from any dairy, where infection may be 
reasonably believed to be traceable to that dairy. 

On Friday a paper was read by Mr. Cargill Patrick, 
F.R.C.v.8., on the “ Keeping of animals, and their infiu- 
ence on Public Health. 

There was also a paper by Mr. P. J. Howard, M.RB.c.v.S., 
on the subject of “ Meat inspection in rural Jreland— 
What it is and what it should be.” 

In the course of Mr. Howard’s paper he contended 
that the methods of distributing meat in rural districts 
in Ireland was little short of a scandal. In many cases 
the butcher’s shop was his dwelling house and slaughter- 
house combined. Where private slaughterhouses existed 
they were often in connection with dwelling houses, or 
situated where hygienic conditions were impossible. 
He called attention to the fact that in most of those 
cases, it was the very poor who suffered the most, as 
certain unscrupulous traders openly supplied them with 
meat cut from diseased carcases. He advocated the 
registration and licensing of meat sellers. 

A considerable discussion arose, in which Mr. Hedley, 
Chief Veterinary Surgeon to the Department of Agricul- 
ture, Messrs. Watson, Begg, Mason, Holland, Winter, 
and Cooney took part—Mr. Cooney contending that 
until foreign meat and Chinese — were submitted t» 
close inspection and branding, there could be little hope 
of safe-guarding the Pnblic Health. 

Mr. Cooney proposed, and Mr. Mason seconded the 
following resolution which was passed unanimously :— 

“That the Government be called on to pay out of the 
Imperial Exchequer compensation for all animals pur- 
chased in the open market, and presenting a healthy 
appearance, which on inspection after slaughter were 
found to be tuberculous.” 

This closed the business of the Section. 

Viewed from the social side, the Congress may be 
fairly claimed to have been an unqualified success. 

On Tuesday there was a steamer left for the Pigeon 
House and a trip in Dublin Bay. 


On Wednesday, Lord and Lady Aberdeen entertained 
the members of the Con to a garden party at the 
Viceregal Lodge, Phoenix Park. ere was a special 
performance in the Empire Theatre in the evening. 

On Thursday Mr. Stanley Cochrane gave a Garden 
Party at the beautiful grounds surrounding his house at 
Woodbrook, Bray. In the evening the annual Congress 
dinner was held in the Gresham Hotel. 

On F the Committee of the Society, 
gave a Garden Party at the Zoological Gardens, Phcenix 
Park, which was largely attended. There were also 
drives to Lucan and Howth. 

On Saturday Sir a Nixon gave a Garden 
Party at Roebuck Grove, Miltown. e Pembroke 
a Council also gave a Garden Party at Pembroke 

‘ark. 

There were a number of other entertainments given, 
which were more or less of a semi-private character, 
The weather was brilliantly fine, and left nothing to be 
desired in that respect. 

It has been my privilege to attend the Congress of the 
Royal Institute of Public Health on three different 
occasions. It has, however, never been my privilege to 
grow very enthusiastic about the completeness of their 
arrangements. Those who are responsible for the 
organisation of those Congresses may be likened to that 
famous French family of whom it was said that they 
were never able to forget anything or to learn anything. 
The sections were too numerous and over-lap badly 
with the result that some of them collapsed altogether, 
and the complaints of the delegates were loud and long 
drawn out. - 

The Section of Comparative Pathology and Veterinary 
Hygiene, under the idency of Professor Mettam, 
went without a hitch. The delegates were not numerous, 
but they were most loyal in their attendance, and the 
discussions, although carried on under considerable diffi- 
culties, were well sustained. 

It isI think a great mistake that — of the papers 
presented for discussion are not in the hands of the 
delegates at least on the morning of the opening of 
those oa awe It is not given to every man, how- 
ever wide his knowledge, to be ready in debate or to be 
able to collect his ideas or marshal his facts in proper 
order at a moment’s notice. The result is obviously un- 
fair to the man, who prepares a paper at the expendi- 
ture of much time and labour, and manifestly unfair to 
the delegate, who is called on to speak without some 
preparation. There were a number of delegates from 
other sections attended and took part in the discussions. 

With the exception of Mr. McKenny and Mr. Heeney, 
all the Dublin practitioners were too busy to attend. 
Mr. Healy, of Gork : Mr. Winter, of Limerick; Mr. 
Howard, of Ennis ; and Mr. Holland, of Athy, appear to 
have the capacity for annihilating space, when space 
comes between them and the performance of whatever 
services they can, by their aes or otherwise, render 
the profession. In spite of some of the Se 
that inevitably, perhaps, surround the members of 
— in attending those Congresses, it is good, 

os all question, for the profession to be represented 
at them. 

The meeting of the Congress claimed a large amount of 
attention from the public and the press of Dublin. Full 
reports of the meetings of the different sections appear 
every day, and foremost amongst those came the Section 
of Comparative Pathology and Veterinary Hygiene. 
Apart from any consideration of public expediency, it is 
evident the profession has made a distinct advance in 
identifying itself with those Congresses. It has estab- 
lished its claim to be considered an important factor in 
matters relating to Public Health, and a force to be 
reckoned with in any legislative measures that may in 
the future be projected with a “a . that end. 
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CoNnGREss OF THE Roya SANITARY INSTITUTE. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—In accordance with 
the Resolution passed by the Society, I had the honour 
of attending as your delegate the 26th Congress of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute at Belfast, last July. 

he customary introductory proceedings of the first 
day were enlivened by the presence of His Excellency, 
the Lord Lieutenant and the Countess of Aberdeen. 
The evening Meeting in the City Hall, when the Presi- 
dent, Lord Dunleath, was installed and delivered his 
address, being a particularly brilliant function. 

The sectional Meetings and Conferences n on the 
Tuesday. At the Conference of the Medical Officers of 
Health and Sanitary Inspectors papers relating to meat 
and milk are frequently discussed and are therefore of 
interest to the Vetulaner Surgeon. This year the 
Medical men were largely interested in the Insurance 
Bill, but I shall have something to say later about the 
Sanitary Inspectors. 

At the Conference of Port Sanitary Authorities (which 
unfortunately was held on the same day as that of the 
Veterinary Inspectors) an instructive paper on the im- 
portation of unsound f was by Dr. Hanna, 
Among other interesting details as to the quantities of 
frozen meat imported, he informs us that during last 

r, 1910, there were 33,365 carcases of Chinese pork 
imported into Liverpool. He also considers that the 
uniformity of inspection and branding of meat should be 
considered as an International The Confer- 
ence of Veterinary Inspectors was held on Friday. There 
were a good many — but as no attendance book 
had to be signed and most were strangers to me,. it was 
difficult to estimate how many of those present were 
members of our profession. It was a poor attendance 
compared with the Brighton Meeting. 

A number of Medical Men and Town Councillors took 
part in the discussions. The titles of the papers read 

eat Branding an niformity of inspection, by 

Mr. W. G. Barnes, M.R.C.V.S. 

Meat Inspection in the County Borough of Belfast, 
by Councillor O'Neill, M.D., ete. 

The New Belfast Public Abattoir, by Councillor 
H. O'Neill, M.D. 

The Modern Abattoir and its Methods, by T. Sher- 
wood New, M.R.C.S., D.P., J.P. 

It will be observed that only one of the above papers 
is written by a Veterinary Surgeon, I think it is regret- 
table that in a Section devoted to Veterinary subjects so 
few of our Members should have contributed papers. 
Of course it may be observed that two of the papers read 
were of local as well as general interest and could not 
see be omitted from the programme, but all the 
same [ think more literature by Members of our pro- 
fession would have been pk ropriate and welcome. 

Mr. J. A. Jordan, M.R.C.V.S. City Veterinarian, 
Belfast,was the President of the Conference. 

He gave an able and interesting address and dealt 
chiefly with the subject of branding or marking meat 
after it had been examined by a qualified inspector. He 
pointed out that at present the consumer had no guaran- 
tee that the meat he was purchasing had been examined 
and found free from disease. If, however, the system 
of branding were generally adopted, he would know 
whether he was getting imported frozen or chilled meat 
or home killed meat. He would also know that it had 

ninspected and found to be sound. The advantages 
of branding would not be confined to the consumer, 
they would also extend to the honest trader. He thought 
it would help to bring about a general adoption of the 
system if hospitals and other bodies that were large 
consumers of meat were to insert a clause in their ten- 
ders, that they would not accept any meat unless it had 
ae Sanghtered, inspected and branded at a public 
a ir. 


He tted that owing to eppecitinn they had not 
been able in Belfast to make branding nym ge 
pn had introduced the system of marking meat wit 
a rubber stamp, but it was not used until after they had 
obtained the consent of the owner. In practice, how- 
ever, it had been found that the use of the rubber stam 
was not always quite satisfactory, as the ink wou 
sometimes run and discolour a large surface of the meat. 
Several kinds of ink had been tried, but he had eventu- 
ally overcome all difficulties by the invention of a brand- 
ing iron which was heated by electricity and made a 
clean indelible mark, which could not be objected to. 

Mr. Jordan subsequently gave ademonstration with the 
iron, marking some organs and pieces of meat in a most 
satisfactory manner, and there can be really no objec- 
tion to this method of marking meat. Mr. Jordan is to 
be congratulated upon his invention, but it has since 
occurred to me thata more portable branding iron could 
be made than the olectrically heated one, one heated on 
the same principle as our thermo-cautery. I think the 
wires must limit to some extent the area in which the 
electric iron can be used, besides, the current might not 
always be available. I can recall seeing such a cautery 
being exhibited at one of the meetings of this Society 
many years ago by Mr. Beach, M.R.C.v.8., Bridgnorth. 
It was very simple and very portable. I leave the set- 
tlement of this subject to those who are practically, 
interested in it. 

Owing to the unavoidable absence of Mr. Barnes 
M.R.C.V.8., his paper on “ Meat Branding and Uniformity 
of Inspection,” was read by Dr. Collingridge, of London, 

In his paper he refers to the attention which this 
subject is at present receiving at home and abroad. The 
French Government has called an International Confer- 
ence to investigate the matter, and it is hoped as the 
result of its deliberations. definite arrangements may 
result in a ree cae International standard of inspec- 
tion, as we are large importers of meat and cattle, this 
subject affects us very much. 

Briefly put, he considers a pure meat supply can only 
be secu by the adoption of a universal compulsory 
abattoir system, the scientific inspection ante and post- 
mortem of all animals intended for the food of man, and 
the branding or marking of all meat. The ante-mortem 
examination is in some instances more important than 
the post-mortem. He refers to the different Public 
Health Acts in the United er goes and points out 
that the Act in force in Scotland is the _ one which 
eke the veterinary surgeon a legal standing, and is 

ides the fairest to the butcher. He also gives some 
useful and interesting information as to the methods of 
inspection and branding as carried out in our Colonies, 
on the Continent, and the United States of America. 
Incidentally he refers to the high degree of cleanliness 
and sanitation which is now demanded in the latter 
aaa i since the Packing House scandal of a few years 
ago. think it’s very probable we shall get no im- 
provement in our Public Health Acts until the public 
are thoroughly roused by an exposure of the many 
tricks and dodges of the screw butcher in the private 
slaughter houses. 

The next paper read was also on Meat Inspection, as 
carried out in the Quay Sae of Belfast. The 
author, Dr. O’Neill, descri the method adopted in 
the City to secure a pure meat supply to the inhabitants. 

The staff there had consisted of one veterinary in- 
spector and one assistant, four lay inspectors, and one 
probationer. They had a public abattoir where 25,364 
animals were slaughtered last year, and of these over 8 

r cent. were found affected with tuberculosis. They 

ad also a unique establishment in the shape of a meat 
inspection depdt where all carcases slaughtered outside 
the city boundaries had to be brought for inspection 
before being exposed for sale. I do not know of any 
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other city having such a depét. They stamp the meat 
after inspection if the owner consents, as they fail to get 
powers to make it compulsory. 

The value of the depdt may be judged by the large 
numbers of carcases cut and organs examined yearly. 
Dr. O’Neill considers that the successful method of meat 
inspection adopted in the City of Belfast is due in great 
measure to the experienced, well trained, and tactful 
inspectors employed under the immediate supervision 
of Mr. Jordan, M.R.c.v.s., and Dr. Baillie, Medical 
Superintendent Ofticer of Health. Dr. O’Neill laid much 
stress upon their being tactful. Tact prevents much 
opposition. 

he next paper was also read by Councillor Dr. 
O’Neill in the new Belfast publicabattoir. As may readily 
be guessed Dr. O’Neill is an enthusiast on the subject 
of meat inspection and all that relates to it, and has 
spent*much time and energy in striving to obtain a 
su ply of pure wholesome meat for the inhabitants of 
Belfast. hen ag agen | us round the new but still 
unfinished abattoir, he told in the most interesting way 
some of the difficulties he had experienced in arousing 
the interest of his fellow councillors to the importance 
of the matter how a public abattoir was erected and 
meat inspection begun, then as this building became in 
time inadequate, how he travelled on the Continent to 
inspect the abattoirs and study the methods adopted 
there ; having learned himself, he persuaded some of his 
fellow Councillors also to travel and see for themselves 
how our neighbours on the Continent managed the 
slaughter and inspection of the meat supplies in many 
of the large cities. He thus obtained their hearty co- 
operation in obtaining powers to have the present 
abattoirs erected ; compared with those on the Contin- 
ent, it is small, but it is well arranged and has all the 

t necessary appliances and is worthy of such an im- 
portant city as Belfast. 

I could not help reflecting what a good thing it would 
be if more of the Councillors in our large towns and 
cities were to take a similar personal interest in the 
welfare of the inhabitants so far as regards the meat 
supply ; unfortunately it is the poor, who really require 
good nourishment, who suffer the most, but this by the 


way. 

br. O’Neill’s paper gives the measurements of the 
site, the position of the various buildings and passages, 
and details of the internal fittings of each. I observed 
that in the administrative block of buildings. intended 
for the accommodation of the staff, there is to be a 
laboratory for the use of the veterinary surgeon. 

We cordially endorse the hope expressed by the author 
that when the new abattoir is complete and in use, it 
will be one of the first and most complete abattoirs in 
Great Britain. 

The next paper on “The Modern Abattoir and its 
Methods” for want of time was not read, but the author, 
Dr. Sherwood New, made a few remarks upon it and 
also upon a number of the instruments commonly used 
for slaughtering animals which he had brought; the 
use of the free bullet, as in the Greener killer, was 
condemned as dangerous, and the Behr pistol, which 
expels a plunger that penetrates the brain but cannot 
leave the pistol, was recommended as the safest and most 
humane. I should mention that Dr. New’s paper is a 
most interesting one. In it he states concisely the re- 

nirements of a modern abattoir, drawing his informa- 
tion on the subject from Continental sources. 

The discussion which followed was animated, some of 
the Councillors who took part were apparently anxious 
to fight the battles of the Council Chamber over again. 
In many respects this may be considered a satisfactory 
meeting. Both in the papers and in the discussions the 
position which the veterinary surgeon should occupy in 


meat inspection is where the Medical Officer of Health 
and the veterinary surgeon are combined. I think the 
profession should not rest until that position is legally 
established. 

At recent Congresses which I have had the privilege 
of attending, in many of the papers on subjects relatin 
to some of the various aspects of the milk questions, 
have noted aupreniice references to the importance of 
the duties of the veterinary surgeon and the position he 
should occupy in public health. But in ene instance at 
least this was not the case at Belfast. I refer to a paper 
entitled “The Modern Cowshed,” by Mr. J. A. Sutton, 
pry agen of the milk supplies for Nottingham, and read 
at the conference of sanitary inspectors. The paper in 
some respects is a good one, but the author entertains 

uliar views regarding the duties of administrative 

ies and veterinary surgeons. Although I contra- 
dicted some of his statements at the meeting, I will take 
this opportunity of making some further criticisms on 
it. I will not trouble you with his opinion of adminis- 
trative bodies further than to say he considers the 
inspector should be independent of the administrative 

y of the district where he works. He does not say, 
however, to what authority he should be pense 
In the early part of his paper he expresses his opinion as 
to the method of obtaining a pure milk supply : he 
says, “The better housing of dairy cows is without 
doubt the first thing needful for securing the purity of 
the milk supply, which is sent for consumption into our 
large cities.” Now this appears to me a most mislead- 
ing statement, it looks like putting the cart before the 
horse. I imagine most unbiased people who gave the 
matter a moment’s consideration would conclude that 
the first thing needful, in fact the indispensable thin 
for securing a pure milk supply, is a healthy, well-f 
cow. Besides it should be borne in mind that in certain 
places and at certain times of the year, the cows are 
never housed, and when this is the case the milk is by 
‘many considered the most wholesome. The main factor, 
indeed the only fountain and origin of a pure and whole- 
some milk supply is undoub a healthy, well-fed 
cow, yet how often is this fact overlooked or forgotten in 
discussions about milk. 

Further on in his go he says, “The health of the cow 
bo eget extent (in fact more than is generally recog- 
nised) depends on its envircnment, and sevilankicne on 
the hygiene of the building in which for a greater part of 
the year it is housed ; therefore to secure a pure milk 


cows we must have hygienic cowsheds.” Now nearly 
everyone will agree with this statement, but here again 
he gives the cowshed an importance which it does not 
possess and omits to mention other matters of equal, 
or perhaps more importance as regards a pure milk 
supply. Every practical man knows that healthy cattle 
in the most hygienic cow-shed wil] not long remain 
healthy or give good pure milk unless they are properly 
fed and looked after, yet there is no reference to this 
important fact. It is essential that we should have 
hygienic cowsheds for dairy cows when it is n 

for them to be housed, but the buildings are only one of 
the means to an end when that end is a pure milk. 

I must trouble you with another rather long quotation 
from Mr. Sutton’s paper, in which he expresses his views 
about our profession. “ Next in importance” he sa, 
“to the mode of administration is the qualification o} 
the Inspector himself. Many well-known veteri 
surgeons consider that the control of the dairies ai 
cowsheds should be exclusively in their hands, 
this should be so I fail to see. I will admit that a veter- 
inary surgeon is, or should be competent to inspect a 
live animal, but not being a sanitarian, he has little or no 
knowledge of building, the laying of drains and the 


sed | multifarious details which are distinctly within the 


this department of public health work was recogni 
and acknowledged. The ideal system, it was said, of 


province of the sanitary inspectors. The inspection of 


supply we must have healthy cows and to have healthy ~ 
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cattle has for its object the discovery of disease from 
which the cow or cows may be suffering, and the pre- 
vention of the spread of such disease through the medium 
of milk supply. It is not a difficult matter to find out if 
acow has anything the matter with the udder, and it is 
very simple to take samples of milk direct from the udder 
and from each teat if required, and to submit the same 
to bacteriological examination. That is the method we 
adopt at Nottingham. If milk is found to contain the 
germs of a disease, e.g., tubeculosis, our investigation 
would be narrowed down until the particular animal 
giving it would be certain of detection. There are many 
other common ailments which affect dairy cattle, especi- 
ally their udders, but none of these present much difti- 
culty of detection or diagnosis if the above procedure is 
carried out. I have no desire to underrate the value of 
veterinary advisers. If the profession can prevail on 
municipal and other bodies to appoint another speciaiist 
to their health departments all well and good, but in my 
opinion the sanitary inspector is better fitted by his ex- 

rience for the inspection of dairies and cowsheds than 
is a veteiinary surgeon.” 

Such is the veterinary surgeon as seen through Mr. 
Sutton’s spectacles—I will leave you to say what you 
think of the picture. Your delegate and Mr. Dixon, 
m.R.c.V.s., Leeds, felt it necessary to at once contradict 
some of his assertions in view of the publicity which 
was given tothe paper by the press. Mr. Dixon pointed 
out the waste of time involved by his method of mn 
ing tuberculosis by simply taking samples from the 
udders and sending them to a bacteriologist for exami- 
nation. lt might take months before the diseased animal 
was identified. He also referred to the training in sani- 
tation which the veterinary surgeon received at college ; 
and thought many veterinary surgeons would criticise 
adversely some of the points he mentioned and _ illus- 
trated by the diagrams exhibited. 

Your delegate spoke, and as reported in the daily 
newspapers, said, “I wish tocombat in the most strenu- 
ous fashiun the contention in the paper that the veterin- 
ary surgeon was not a sanitarian.” I also stated that 
part of his daily work was to point out the necessity and 
value of fresh air, and to insist upon cleanliness, good 
food, and pure water. And in this sense he was really a 
teacher of sanitary science. I also referred to the ex- 
perience we had gained in the past, in the stamping out 
of contagious diseases in cattle without the modern cow- 
shed, and that it alone would not do much to get rid of 
tuberculosis. Had time permitted more might have 
been said. 

In conclusion, I would remark that I think it is hardly 
worth while the profession taking Mr. Sutton’s views too 
seriously, although they show the trend of opinion in a 
section of public officials. We all know the value of 
sanitary buildings for dairy cows—as well as for other 
animals, and the real part they play in preventing and 
~ eradicating disease. We also know that hygienic cow- 
sheds will not prevent errors being made in diet or 
management of dairy cows—common causes of illness 
and an impure milk supply. Neither will they prevent 
an epidemic of scarlet fever being spread by the milk, if 
any of the persons handling the cnilk are suffering from 
that complaint. 

Looking back a few years. on our past experience, we 
can remember that contagious pleuro-pneumonia in 
cattle was not got rid of merely by improvements in 
cowsheds. Neither are we getting rid of glanders in 
horses by improving the sanitary conditions of stables, 
and if we are to get rid of tuberculosis from our herds 
other measures fas more im nt than the construction 
- of the modern cowshed will have to be adopted, and 
these to be carried out efficiently will require the services 
of the trained veterinary surgeon. I re’ we (the 
ae are all well acquainted with these matters, 

t the general public are not. Unless we take steps to 


of the Council of the Society 
Some time 
question of 
against the decision of the police magistrate in favour of 


defending that decision. 


enlighten them on our past work, and also on the advan- 
tages which our improved training and scientific know- 
ledge gives us over others in getting rid of preventible 
disease from our herds and securing a supply of healthy 
meat and milk, unless we do this we shall 

be left behind in the race for publie recognition. 


undoubtedly 


A. L. 


Prof. Wooprurr wished to call in question the action 
on a particular matter, 
ago he had felt it his duty to bring up the 
the appeal of the London County Council 


Mr. Kirk, and the Society at a general meeting, with its 
usual generosity, was quite in favour of 5! upon 
it as a professional matter and joining with Mr, Kirk in 
The general meeting had 
recommended that a sum of five guineas be voted to the 
appeal fund, and he believed that that resolution was 
carried unanimously. To his astonishment he found 
that when the matter came before the Council that 
decision was absolutely vetoed, and the very reverse 
decision was come to. Personally, he had no complaint 
except that it seemed to him, as a humble member of 
the Society, that it was an extraordinary thing that a 
unanimous decision at a general meeting should be re- 
versed by the Council without any explanation being 
given. His object was to put some of the Councillors 
on their defence as to why they spoke and voted in one 
way at the general meeting and in another way at the 
Council meeting. He believed that the motion to con- 
tribute five guineas was made by Mr. Butters. 

[The report was referred to, from which it appeared 
that the motion was proposed by Mr. Samson, and 
seconded by Prof. Wooldrid I 

The Hon. SecreTary t it had been moved as 
a recommendation of the Society to the Council, and the 
Council had voted against it. 

Prof. WoopruFr wanted to know why they voted 
against it. When a unanimous vote was by the 
General Meeting some reason should be given why mem- 
bers of Council should sit there silent and vote in favour 
p the Resolution and vote in another way in secret con- 
clave. 

The Hon. Secretary said that as Prof. Wooprurr 
was on the Council now he could bring the matter up at 
the next Council Meeting and have it out amongst the 
Fellows. 

Prof. Wooprurr¥ said it was a question of the rights 
of the General Meeting, and not a question for the Council 

The Hon. Secretary read the Resolution, as follows : 
“That it be a recommendation from this Society to the 
Council that a subscription of five guineas be given 
towards the Defence Fund if necessary.” He had spoken 
in favour of it at the Council, but others had not, and 
it was quashed. 

Prof. Wooprurr said he was not criticising their 
action, but was asking for a reason. 

Prof. WooLR1DGE said the matter brought to light a 

roceeding which was very bad, namely the lack of any 
Soon of the Council. In most Societies with which he 
was associated the Council presented a report to the next 
General Meeting. So far as he remembered that had 
not been the custom of their Society. 

The Hon. SecreTary said it had never been done. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE thought it ought to be done, and 
the present incident showed the great necessity for it. 
The Resolution had been carried unanimously, and it 
was only recommended to the Council simply because 
the Society as a whole had no power to make grants. 
It had been sent to the Council more in the nature of 
an instruction, as a direct recommendation that the grant 
should be made. Although the Council were within 


their strictly legal rights, he thought they had certainly 
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acted morally ultra vires. He joined Prof. Woodruff in 
asking that some explanation should be forthcoming, and 
he suggested that it should be given by the gentleman 
who happened to be in the Chair on that occasion. He 
himself had not been present at the Council Meeting, 
and did not remember receiving a notice of it. 

Mr. Mutvey said that he had been in the Chair, but 
as no reports of the Meetings were published, his 
memory merely being that of an ordinary man he had 
uot the slightest recollection of what did happen. 

Mr. Stpney VILLAR did not profess to have a better 
memory than Mr. Mulvey, but he did recollect some of 
the proceedings at the Council meeting. He did not, 
however, pro to say what they were. If the Presi- 
dent thought it right to give an explanation, well and 

, but he did protest against the action of Professor 
oodruff and the gentleman who followed him in call- 
ing upon the Council to explain its conduct. The Coun- 
cil had the power of spending the Society’s money, 
indeed it was the body which was responsible for its 
funds, and at its meeting it undoubtedly considered this 
matter for a long while, and eventually thought fit not 
to fall in with the recommendation of the General Meet- 
ing. Ifthe conduct of the Council was not approved 
the proper course would be to not re-elect its members, 
but not to ask for explanations which might be difficult 
to give at a public meeting. 

f. WooprurFr said there had been no open meeting 
of the Society since the Council came to that deci<ion, 
and therefore it could not be called into question before 
the election of Council. It could not affect the election 
of Council, because that was the first opportunity which 
presented itself for bringing the matter up. His other 
ones was that it was a very extraordinary proceeding 

‘or men who were members both of the General Meeting 
and the Council to vote in opposite ways at those 
meetings. 

Mr. PERRYMAN thought that such a statement should 
not be made ; the vote at the Council meeting was no’ 
a unanimous one. 

Prof. Wooprurr said that it was unanimous at the 
General Meeting. 

Mr. PerryMAN did not think they were called upon 
as a Council to give the pros and cons why they arrived 
at their decision, althou Fagen they were wrong in 
not reporting that they had so decided. But he repeated 
that it was not the unanimous vote of the Council, so 
that it was not fair to suggest that the councillors voted 
one way at the General Meeting and differently at the 
Council Meeting. He did not think that was the case. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE said it was quite possible that 
some of the members of Council had not been present at 
the General Meeting. 

Prof. Wooprurr agreed that that was so, but thought 
that as there was a majority against the grant at the 
Council meeting it was probable that some of the mem- 
a had been present at the General Meeting and sat 
silent. 

Mr. Butrers said there were some points which came 
before the Council which did not come before the 
General Meeting. The Council had more information 
with regard to the resources of the Society. 

The PrestpENT thought that most of the members of 
the Council had now spoken and defended themselves, 
but he did not think any defence was needed. The point 
was sent to the Council to deliberate upon, as to whether 
it was a proper thing to make the grant, and it had de- 
cided that it was not. In his opinion that was quite 
sufficient. It was a unanimous vote that the Council 
should be asked to consider the matter, and it had 
done so. 

Prof. WooprurF said be The 
present proceedings were pu and, thank goodness, 
thet i wed hia 


The PrestpENT did not think it was fair to ask Prof. 
Wooldridge to read his paper on “ Botriomycosis” see- 
ing that the meeting must terminate in ten minutes, 
He therefore suggested that it should be postponed till 
the next meeting. 5 


A New Ecraseur. 


Prof. WooLpRIDGE said he would like to introduce an 
instrument which had been invented by one of their 
students, Mr. Woods, viz., a new ecraseur. He had in- 
tended to refer to it in dealing with the subject of 
botriomycosis, because it was particularly useful in the 
excision of scirrhous cord. 

The advantage of Mr. Wood’s écraseur was the method 
by which the chain was shortened. It was on the 
revolver principle, so that one could use it entirely with 
one hand instead of requiring two. It was a very 
simple device, and so far as he could see it was an im- 

wrovement on écraseurs already on the market. Mr. 
oods’ was not on the market yet, but protection had 
been applied for. There was a very simple way of 
releasing the chain. There was a spring at the back 
which could be pushed up, and the chain could then 
either be tightened or slackened as required. It slid 
down, and then to pull it up again one released the 
ratchet. It worked quite easily. It was done witha 
series of cogs, but there was an arrangement by which 
when cutting soft tissues three of the cogs could be 
taken at each pull, while in cutting through denser, 
harder tissues one could reduce the pull to a single 
thereby increasing the leverage 
cutting the tissues moreeasily. It also made the crush- 
ing slower and thereby reduced hemorrhage. 
r. Woops said that the instrument shown was only 
a rough working model, and the present check action 
te be done away with. He had a better idea, 
whereby one could press a spring at the side and throw 


| it out of action for pushing forward. In old écraseurs 


it was found that one sometimes missed when there was 
a tight pull on it. He thought it was Mr. Dewar’s 

tent where there was a special arrangement for pusk- 
ing the chain forward, and one sometimes missed a cog. 

He had made several models of the instrument. The 
first was made out of an old cigar box. Then he thought 
that more force could be exerted - bringing the whole 
of the arm under it, but he found the instrument threw 
up. Then he hada sort of claw which pulled it towards 
one, but he found a weakness in it ; it might give way 
at an awkward moment. He had now a pushing action, 
so that there was no possibility of its going forward ; 
the mere fact of pulling it back wedged it tighter than 
it was before. The present check action was merely 
done for temporary purposes ; the other arrangement of 
which he had spoken was attached to ." > handle, and 
by just pressing a knob one would be able to slide it 
forward or pull it up as one wished. : . 

So far as power went, he had found it sufficiently 
strong to cut through any tissue on which it might be 
used. (Mr. Woods experimented on a fairly thick roll 
of leather, but unsuccessfully.) He explained that the 
trouble was that a very weak spring had been put in, 
but it would be seen that the idea was very good. 

. Woo.princE said that an ordinary écraseur 
would find the leather very difficult to cut ; it was nota 
fair test. 

Mr. Woops said he had tried it successfully when it 
was in proper working order. He had found it would 
cut through tissue as thick as could be found in practice, 
and of course it was easy to clean. 

The PresipENT said if it wouldcut through that leather 
it would cut through anything. _ : 

Mr. Woops said it had done it that morning quite 
successfully ; he had shown it to Prof. Macqueen. The 
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had put on a check spring for temporary pur- | sale at a sale then held at Diamonds . At the 
wen which did not seem very satisfactory. exposure he admits that he warranted the horse “sound 


Votes or THANKS. 


Mr. PerryMAN moved a vote of thanks to the two 
delegates, Messrs. Butters and Kelly, for the interesting 
rts they had presented. - ‘ 
eI WooLpRIDGE, in seconding the motion, expressed 
the opinion that the sna, Moy not possibly have 
sent better representatives. They had sent a very stron 
fighting man over to Belfast who had bearded some o 
the lions in their dens and had shown sanitary inspec- 
tors that there were two sides to the question, and that 
theirs was not always the right one. Mr. Kelly’s elo- 
uence in defending Trinity College, Dublin, was, he 
ought, appreciated by all a that it wanted 
any defence—and the detailed report he had presented 
was a very excellent one. } 

The votes of thanks were carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Burrers, in returning thanks, said that as a rule 
such meetings as that at Belfast were very pleasant ; 
there were many social functions which helped to make 
the time pass very pleasurably. Of course there was 
work connected with the duty, which had to be attended 
to, such as securing copies of the papers and making a 
hasty perusal of them in order to see if there was any- 
thing which required supporting or contradicting. 

Mr. KELLY, in thanking the members, said that when 
he was informed by their very estimable and extremely 
energetic Secretary that he was delegated to appear in 
Dublin to represent the Society he felt extremely grati- 
fied and honoured, one reason being that he had but 
lately been eleeted a Fellow of the Society and was there- 
fore a comparative stranger, and the other being the fact 
that the Society exercised a powerful influence in the 
profession not only in London but in the United King- 


dom. 
Hueu A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


The Alleged Ringbone Case at Castle Douglas. 


Sheriff-Substitute eo gave decision on Tuesday, 
in Kirkcudbright Sheriff Court in the action by Thomas 
Black, farmer, Parton Mill, against Hugh Crawford, 
cattle-dealer, Castle Douglas. 
[The proof of this case appeared in our issue of Dec. 16, 
p. 382.] 
INTERLOCUTOR : 


Kirkendbright, 12th December, 1911.—The Sheriff- 
Substitute having heard parties procurators and consid- 
ered the cause, finds in fact (1) that-on 20th May last 
the pursuer sold to the defender a Clydesdale gelding 
with a warranty of being sound so far as known ; (2) 
that this warranty was given in good faith, and was true ; 
(3) that the defender having asserted that the horse was 
lame, the pursuer and defender agreed on 29th May to 
refer that question to Mr. Campbell, V.S., Castle Doug- 
las ; (4) that on 30th May, about mid-day, Mr. Campbell 
examined the horse at Marchfield Farm, and gave it as 
his opinion that it was not lame ; (5) that the second 
examination of the horse made by Mr. Campbell later 
on the same day, was not made with the consent of the 
pursuer, and Mr. Campbell’s decision then given that it 
was unsound is not binding on the pursuer. Therefore 
sustains the pursuer’s third plea-in-law, repels the 
defence, decerns against the defender as craved for 
£14 9s. 2d. being the balance of the price of the horse, 
along with the expenses of sale under warrant of court. 
Finds the pursuer entitled to expenses, and remits 
his account thereof to the auditor to tax and report. 

Signed Lawrence T. 


Note.—On Saturday, 20th May last, the pursuer sent 
a three-year-old Clydesdale gelding to be exposed for 


so far as known.” Mr. Wallett’s explanation as to what 
this warranty means will be accepted. He says it means 
that the seller has never seen the horse lame, and that in 
good faith he believes it to be a sound animal. He 
adds that such a warranty coming from a farmer who 
has had the animal in his possession for some time carries 
more weight than coming from a dealer who might have 
had it in his possession only for a day or two. The pur- 
suer had reared the horse. A ingly the warrant 

carried as much weight as such a warranty possibly could. 

The first question is, was it true, and given in 
faith? I think it was. The pursuer gave his evidence 
very frankly, and I see no reason todoubt it. His plough- 
men and others, who constantly saw the horse, have been 
examined. None of them ever saw it lame, and no one 
ever told the pursuer that it was lame. It had, it is true, 
been treated Mr. Campbell in August, 1910. On that 
occasion the horse was apparently suffering from a 
sprained shoulder. It was lame for a short time, but 
completely recovered, and Mr. wry Sey says distinctly 
that the fact that it was then lame for a short time did 
not prevent the pursuer in May last from warranting it 
in good faith as sound so far as known. Accordingly, I 
hold that the warranty of sound, so far as known, was 
true, and was given in good faith. 

The horse thus warranted was bought by the defender. 
After the sale the defender explained to the pursuer 
that he was entering int» possession of Marshfield farm 
at the term, and asked the pursuer to keep the horse till 
the horse till then. The pursuer agreed to do so and 
took the horse back from Diamonds n to his farm 
at Parton Mill. The defender having heard that the 
horse was lame wrote to the pursuer on Monday, 22nd 
May, to inform him that if this was so he would refuse 
to take it. This letter the pursuer says he received on 
24th May. He did not reply to it, and though he saw 
the defender he did not speak to him—not from any 
disinclination to do so, but because he had, as he ex- 

lains, other business to attend to. On Saturday, 27th, 
Eeetaen the defender went to Parton Mill. They dis- 
cussed the matter, and resumed their discussion on 
Monday, 29th May, at Castle Douglas. — then 
agreed to refer the dispute to Mr. Campbell, and abide 
by his decision. The pursuer, however, says that the 
dispute between them was simply whether the horse 
was “lame.” The defender said that the dispute was 
whether the horse was “sound.” 

Now the defender cannot possibly contend that he has 
proved that the question of the soundness was referred 
to Mr. Campbell, because both the pursuer and Mr. 
Campbell say that lameness was the sole subject of the 
reference. Accordingly, if the defender’s statement that 
he —_ agreed to the reference if the soundness of the 
animal was to be decided by Mr. Campbell has to be 
accepted, it follows that the parties not havin 
as to what was referred to Mr. Campbell. If this is so 
there was no reference to him at all, and the rights of 
parties fall to be decided as they stood immediately 
after the sale at Diamonds Laggan. If this view, how- 
ever, has to be accepted, then the defender is necessarily 
out of court, and has no case, because, as I have already 
explained, in my opinion the warranty of sound, so far 
as known, given by the pursuer was given by him in 
good faith, and was true. 

But I think the cause ought to be decided on the 
assumption that the question referred to Mr. Campbell 
was ~— whether the horse was lame. This, at any 
rate, is the question Mr. Campbell understood he had 
got to decide. The defender may be correct in stating 
that it is very unusual for a vet. to examine a horse for 
lameness alone, as, of course, anyone who knows about 
horses can find out whether a horse is lame, and Mr. 
Campbell admits that he does not think that he ever 
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granted a certificate for lameness alone before. But in 
this case, as there was nothing else ever said to be wrong 
with this horse except lameness, there seems no 
reason why this question alone might not be referred to 
a professional man. And I hold that it was. It was, of 
course, a verbal reference. Mr. Campbell agreed to act 
and tested the horse for lameness about midday on 
Tuesday, 30th May. He then found that the horse 
was not lame. 

Questions were asked as to the tests Mr. Campbell 
supplied. But such questions are clearly irrelevant. It 
is quite immaterial how Mr. Campbell made up his 
mind. He was the sole judge as to what tests he would 
apply. But when he had made up his mind and told the 
parties what his decision was there was an end to the 
matter. An arbiter acting under an ee ve J reference 
—for instance, a reference under a deed of submission— 
can recall any award and alter it until the moment that 
it has actually left the hands of the clerk to the refer- 
ence (Macrae v. Edinburgh St. Tramway Co., 13 R per 
Lord Shand. 270-271). This means that up to the 
moment when the parties to a reference have been in- 
formed by the clerk what the arbiter has decided, he is 
free to alter his decision. But after the clerk has in- 
formed the parties what the arbiter has decided, the 
arbiter cannot alter his decision. Mr. Campbell, of 
course, had no clerk, but he had similar rights. He 
could alter his opinion, or withhold it, or retest the 
horse or do anything he liked until he informed the 
parties or their representatives what his decision was. 
After he had done so he could not change his mind. In 
this case Mr. Campbell informed M‘Gaw, the pursuer’s 
servant, who had brought the horse from Parton Mill to 
Marchfield, that it was not lame. M‘Gaw accordingly 
1eft it at Marchfield, returned to Parton Mill, and so 
informed the pursuer, who then considered that the 
matter was at an end. Mr. Campbell himself, after 
leaving Marchfield, went straight to the defender to tell 
him the result of the examination. He says “I told him 
the horse was trotting perfectly sound.” This, I hold, 
ended the matter. Mr. Campbell could not after this 
alter his opinion, and the parties were bound by his 
opinion. 

No doubt this was a very informal reference, but 
there must be some point of time when it can be said 
that the question is decided. That moment must be the 
time when the parties or their representatives are in- 
formed what the decision is. If 1 am right in this, 
there is an end of the case. 

Mr. Campbell’s second visit on the 30th, when he found 
the horse was lame “ of-near fore hoof-head.” was made 
at the defender’s request, and after he had decided the 
— referred to him by the pursuer and defender. 

hat he then found cannot affect the rights of parties. 
Evidence has been led as to the cause of the lameness. 
Strictly speaking, such evidence had nothing to do with 
the question in dispute. Whether the horse was lame 
from ringb ne, or use its hoof was injured is im- 
material. The only question when Mr. Campbell exam- 
ined the horse, was whether it was lame at that moment. 
Accordingly, if I had held that the opinion Mr. Campbeli 
gave on his second visit—namely, that the horse was then 
Jame—was binding on the parties, the defender would 
have succeeded. Even if the pursuer had proved con- 
clusively that the canse of the lameness was due to some 
injury to its hoof which the horse may have received 
after leaving Parton Mill, such as by kicking it against 
the side of the loose box at Marchfield or in some other 
way, the defender wonld have been entitled to found on 
Mr. Campbell’s decision and refuse to take it. 1, how- 
ever, accept Mr. Campbell’s opinion, supported as it is 
by the high authority of Principal M’Call, that the cause 
of the lameness was ringbone. Mr. George Nicholson 
does not really differ. He says, “I cannot say that 1 
examined for ringbone.” He saw a bruise above the 


coronet of the near fore leg, which accounted for the 
temporary lameness which he saw. There were thus 
two causes of lameness. The latter has fortunately now 
disappeared. Perhaps the former will also disappear. 
Finally, although one may have some sympathy with 
the defender, still it is clear that he has got what he 
intended to buy, namely, a horse that was sound so far 
as the pursuer knew. 
(Intd.). L. T. N. 


Dumfries and Galloway Courier and Heraid. 


Complimentary Dinner to Prof. Mettam. 


A very successful dinner was held in the Dolphin 
Hotel, on Saturday evening, Dec. 9. It was given by 
the students and staff of the Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland to their Principal, Prof. Mettam, B.sc., M.R.C.v.s, 
to mark the occasion of his election to the Presidency 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. The staff 
were represented hy Prof. Craig, M.R.C.v.S., in the chair, 
Prof. O'Connor, M.R.c.v.s., Mr. H. W. Carbury, M.R.c.v.s. 
and Mr. G. Haines, Registrar. The Board of Governors 
were represented by Sir C.J. Nixon, Bt. M.p., President, 
Col. Moore, P.V.O. in Ireland, Mr. J. V. Daly, M.R c.v.s., 
and Mr. F.C. Mason, M.R.c.v.s. There were also present 
Messrs. J.B. Dunlop, A. Watson, Municipal Veterinary 
Officer ; J. H. Carter, London delegate for the Examin- 
ations; and his son, L. M. Magee, M. Darby, and a 
representative gathering of students in the College. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Prof. 
Dunne, F.R.c.v.s., and Finlay Kerr, M.R.c.v.s. and 
others. 

The toast of “The King” having been honoured the 
Chairman called on Mr. Walsh to propose the toast of the 
evening, that of Prof. Mettam. 

Mr. W. P. Watsu, in the course of his remarks made 
reference to the all-round sportsmanship of the Princi- 
pal, in not only looking with a keen eye to their interests 
as students, but also to their pastimes, and did all that 
was humanly possible to encou both sides of their 
college career ; and even after their leaving the College 
as qualified veterinary surgeons this interest was main- 
tained, and help freely given whenever it would benefit 
them. When proposing the toast Mr. Walsh wished to 
include the name of Mrs. Mettam who also took great 
interest in the students’ well-being and so generously 
helped them on many occasions, especially when they 
had the entertaining of the football team from the Lon- 

Mr. A. O'NEILL ably supported Mr. Walsh’s proj 
of the toast and wadeeat his words. The toast was 
then drunk with acclamation, the entire company 
amet joining in singing “For he’s a jolly good 

ellow.” 

Prof. MerraM, in his reply, expressed his great pleasure 
and pride in being invited to the dinner by his students 
and told of his surprise and great gratification when he 
was unanimously elected as President of the Ruyal Col- 
lege of Veterinary vier grea and that Ireland was thus, 
through him, honou for the first time by having a 
President elected who was resident in that country and 
head of their College. He then gave a brief réswmé of the 
history of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, how 
about eleven years ago he had first entered on his duties 
with a small number of students who were tanght in the 
glass houses at that time standing on the ground now 
occupied by the extensive buildings of the College, and 
stated that the success of the College was due, in no 
small measure, to the Board of Governors, who ren- 
dered every aid in their power and furthered every 
proposition that was advanced for the good of the 
students of the College. He also mentioned that the 

ition of President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
urgeons was no sinecure, as his occupancy of that 
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ition had informed him, dealing, as the Council 
eon to do, with the interests of the whole profession, 
in putting down quackery, passing Bills through Par- 
liament, etc., and seeing that the profession met with 
its proper recognition in every quarter. But he re- 
gretted to state that they were sadly hampered by lack 
of funds, and he hoped that those present, whether 
already qualified or com | that goal, would aid 
wherever possible in increasing the income of the Royal 
College of Veterinary aeete, eee at present is not 
expenditure, and to uphold the honour of the pro- 
fession in every way. ; 

Mr. Watson proposed “The Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege of Ireland.” He paid tribute to the Principal, 
Board of Governors, and Staff of the College, who in 
such a short space of time had placed the College in 
such a sound position that it now took second place 
among the Veterinary Colleges in the British Isles, and 
its graduates were omens prominent positions in all 
parts of the Empire, and he ex the hope that the 
present students would also take equally good 
positions. 

Sir CurIsTOPHER NIxon, Bart., who, as President of 
the R.C.V.L, replying on behalf of the College, express- 
ed his pleasure in being present, and complimented 
Prof. Mettam on his work as Principal, stating that no 
one had contributed more than he to veterinary science” 
Sir C. J. Nixon mentioned that this College also is ham- 

red by want of funds, but he looked forward confi- 
fiently to its future when it would be on a good financial 
basis, backed by the Department of Agriculture, which 
he knew had its interests at heart and would do all they 
could to further its interests in this line. 

Mr. J. J. G. KEPPEL pro “The Veterinary 
Service,” and coupled with it the name of Col. Moore, 
who, he said, had done so much for the students, par- 
ticularly those in their final year, in giving them the 
advantage of ones the sick lines of the Remount 
Depét and Cavalry, also in having with expenditure of 
great trouble and time started in the College a contin- 
gent of the Officers’ Training Corps, which had met with 

t success. 

Colonel Moors, in his reply, stated his pleasure in 
being invited to be present at the dinner, and that he 
would always take the greatest interest in the College. 
He would recommend students when qualified, if not 
entering the Army Veterinary Corps, to join the Special 
Reserve, as this would not interfere with their private 
practice, and in war time the number of qualified veteri- 
nary surgeons required would be about three times as 
great as that required in times of peace. The necessity 
of having trained officers ready to go‘on active service 
was very apparent, and by joining the Special Reserve 
the veterinary surgeon would.be benefitting himself, and 
in times of urgency be of great service to his country. 
Col. Moore then gave a short account of the raising of 
the R.V.C.I. contingent of the Officers Training Corps, 
mentioning that it was the quickest measure to go 
through the War Office. He congratulated the College 
on being the first to start a contingent in this branch of 
the Service. 

Mr. Esmonve W. the toast of “The 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons,” which was suit- 
ably replied to by Prof. Mettam as its President, and 
Mr. Carter, who said how pleased he was to in 
Dublin on the occasion, and to be present at the 

nner. 

Mr. F. C. Mason proposed the toast of “The Chair- 
man.” Prof. Craig, in a short speech, expressed the 
fake that all the Members would stand together and 

t for the interests of the peeoiae in general and the 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland in particular. The 
toast was received with acclamation and all joined in 
singing “For he’s a jolly good fellow,” after which the 


assembled company united in singing “Auld Lang 
Syne,” and the proceedings terminated. 

Mr. E. W. Little, who with the aid of a small Com- 
mittee arranged the entertainment, is to be complimented 
on its success. 


REVIEW. 


Tae STanparp CycLopepiA oF MopERN AGRICUL- 
TURE AND Rurat Economy.—Edited by Prof. Sir 
Ropert Patrick WRIGHT, F.H.A.S., F.R.8.E. Volume 
XII. Tri—Z. With Appendix. (The Gresham 
Publishing Co., 34 & 35, Southampton Street, Strand, 
London.) 

The final issue of a cyclopedia is often the least im- 
portant instalment of the series. The initial letters of 
some important agricultural subjects render the volume 
under notice an exception to this general rule, for it 
contains as much of interest and solid value as any of 
its predecessors. Several of the major articles are of 
prime moment to agriculturists. Perhaps the most im- 
portant are those —_ the Turnip, Wheat, Weeds, Wool 
(including the wool industry, me statistics, and a long 
section upon the wool industry of Australasia), Weights 
and Measures, Water (including sections upon watering, 
the water requirements of animals and plants, water 
rights, and water supply), and Tuberculosis, the long 
article upon this subject is from the pen of an authority 
—Prof. Bang, of Copenhagen. Other subjects of more 
than minor importance include Ventilation, Woodlands 
and their management, the Wintering of cattle and 
sheep, and Winter manuring ; while two articles of 
special interest survey the agriculture of Wales and the 
United States respectively. One short biographical 
notice, also, will interest members of our profession— 
that of the celebrated veterinarian Youatt. Of the 
breeds of animals dealt with, the most important are 
those special to Wales—black cattle, cobs and ponies, 
mountain sheep, pigs, and terriers—the Wensleydale 
sheep, the large ite pig of Ulster, the Yorkshire 
coach-horse, the Wyandotte fowl, and the Trotting 
horse. Finally, the work concludes with a short appen- 
dix upon subjects which have arisen or developed since 
its commencement. These chiefly consist of recent legal 
enactments, such as the Agricultural Holdings Act 
(Scotland), and the latest additions to the legislation 
concerning Animal Contagious Disease ; while there is 
also an interesting article tracing the continued develop- 
ment of the Sugar-beet movement. 

All that we need say, in concluding this review of the 
final volume of the cyclopedia, is that the completed 
series amply sustains the opinion we formed when 
reviewing the first two volumes in 1908. This work is 
likely to be the standard gs ae cyclopedia upon agri- 
culture for yearsto come. Hardly any agriculturist can 
afford to do without it, and, while it naturally will not 
enlighten a veterinary surgeon regarding subjects 
strictly veterinary, yet every member of our profession, 
especially if practising in the country, will find that it 
contains much matter not only interesting, but also of 
more or less direct bearing upon his work. 


College Crest Defence Fund. 


Amount already acknowledged £49 9 6 
Lancashire V.M.A. 220 
Mr. Anthony McCarmick 

W. 110 
H. K. berts ; 10 6 
£54 4 0 


H. A. Wooprurr. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. - 
Anthrax. Foot- Glanders Sh . 
~~ Mouth (including Counties | Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals a Farcy) Affected 
Period. 
Ont- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Animals Out- | Out- | Slaugh- 
reaks} mals. s|mals.| Attacked breaks. | téred. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Dec. 23] 16 17 1 4 16 Ab 600 
‘ , 191 32 36 3 5 30 38 520 
Corresponding 1909 28 36 | London 1] 38] 32 | 295 
190¢ 28 15 40 } 31] 26 | 708 
Total for 51 weeks,1911 | 885 1092 19 | 487] 204| 493 | Warwick 3] 408] 2427 | 29814 
; 1910 1435 1704} 2 15] 340) 995 479 | 1527 | 14667 
a 1909 1294 1675 526 | 1739 662 | 1636 | 14300 
_ sapere ee 1908 1085 1398} 3 | 1124 779 | 2411 811 | 2040 | 14012 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 26, 1911. 
Action by a V.S. OBITUARY. 


At Paignton County Court, Monday, Nov. 20, Mr. Fred 
P. Bennett, veterinary surgeon, sued Mr. Albert Marshall, 
also a veterinary surgeon, for a breach of ment, 
and an injunction to restrain defendant from further 
committing a breach, the amount of the damage being 
placed in the rticulars at £50. 

Mr. Ernest Hutchings, of Torquay, was for the plaintiff, 
and stated that in 1906 Mr. Bennett purchased the prac- 
tice from the defendant, an agreement being drawn up 
between the parties, under which the defendant agreed 
that for a period of twenty years he would not in any 
manner carry on the practice of a veterinary surgeon 
within a radius of 25 miles under a pane. Quite recently 
the defendant had returned to the locality and had set 
up a place at Paignton, but resided at Dartmouth. 

His Honour (Judge Lush Wilson, k.c.) : Do you claim 
the penalty ? 

Mr. Hutchings ; No; we want an injunction to stop 
the defendant. 

Defendant said he had been practising in the neigh- 
bourhood for many years. 

The Judge, after reading the agreement, said there 
was absolutely no answer to it. The defendant had 
been paid a a. sum—and a very fair sum—for the 
practice, and had broken his side of the contract. The 
Injunction would be granted. 

Mr. Hutchings intimated that his client would not 
ask for damages. 

The injunction was granted with costs, 


Personal 


The Joint Committee of the Glasgow Agricultural 
Society and the Clydesdale Horse Society have re-elected 
the bench of vets. which acted last year: Principal 
M‘Call, Mr. Andrew Robb, and Mr. William Logan. 
They will examine al] horses competing for the Cawdor 
Cup, the Brydon Challenge Shield, and the district pre- 
miums of the Glasgow Agricultural Society. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Dec. 22 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 


Cadet Sergt. A. C. Duncan, from the Royal Agricul- 
tural College, 0.T.C., to be Lieut. Dated Dec. 23. 


No doubt if 


STANLEY CARLESS, M.R.C.V.S., C.V.D., India. 
‘ Graduated, Lond: July, 1906. 


A very wide circle of relatives and friends have learnt 
with deep t of the death of Mr. Stanley Carless, 
formerly of Worcester, which occurred on Saturday. He 
was riding in a hurdle race at Lahore, when his horse 
fell, and he was thrown with such violence as to sus- 
tain injuries which proved fatal. The sad news arrived 
by cable when preparations for Christmas were in 
evidence on every hand, and general expressions of 
sympathy were heard as the circumstances 
known to the citizens. 

The deceased gentleman was the eldest son of Mr. 
W. 5S. Carless, M.R.c.v.s., of the Butts, and Eastbourne 
Lodge, Britannia Square. He had held a_ position as 
veterinary surgeon in the Indian Civil Service for four 
— and had an excellent prospect before him. He 

ad assisted his father in practice in this county, and 
was well known in the hunting field and as an all- 
round good sportsman before going to India. He was 
a first rate horseman, and this time last year won the 
Lahore Grand National. Mr. Carless was only 28 years 


of age. 


THE EXPERT WITNESS. 


Sir, 

A careful perusal of Col. Blenkinsop’s excellent paper on 
the above subject leads one to wish that his suggestions 
could be adopted in medico-legal cases. Unfortunately, 
however, the subject matter of the paper presents things 
as they ought to be, not as they are. Having had con- 
siderable experience in law cases of various kinds, both in 
the lower and in the higher courts, my opinion is that it 
will take many years before the happy state of affairs de- 
picted by Col. Blenkinsop comes to pass. When the 
veterinary expert for the plaintiff is found consulting with 
the veterinary expert for the defendant in High Court cases, 
then we may expect to find the opposing counsel adopting a 
similar plan of campaign. 

It is a well known fact that without the assistance of the 
veterinary expert 2 counsel could not conduct a horse case. 
e professional witnesses on each side con- 
formed to the ideal suggested by Col. Blenkinsop, then 
indeed such instruction of counsel would not be so neces- 


sary. But imthe majority of cases experts will be found 
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who will give the most dogmatic, and often extraordinary 
evidence, and it is with a view to upsetting such evidence 
that experts on the opposite side must instruct the counsel. 
And in such instances the expert must ‘‘ takes sides ’’ and 
work up the case so far as the veterinary evidence is con- 
cerned. It is not correct to assert that he cannot perform 
this function without sacrificing his honesty, or swearing 
falsely. The time to consider the proper course of action 
is at the commencement of the case when the facts are laid 
before him ; if he finds that he cannot conscientiously and 
honestly give the necessary evidence he should say so and 
retire from the case. Of course I am referring to ques- 
- tions of opinion and not to questions of fact. 

There are very few horse cases in which a substantial 

defence is not possible, and in a large number of instances 
_ it is difficult to state which side holds the bulk of justice 

and truth. This is exemplified by the manner in which ver- 

dicts are set aside when cases are taken to higher courts. 

The function-of an expert is not confined to giving evi- 
dence; indeed, in the majority of instances his chief im- 
portance consists in instructing counsel so as to enable the 
latter to cross-examine the experts on the other side and to 
test the veracity of their evidence. Is there anything 
derogatory in this? I fail to see it. If we err in this 
respect we do so in good company. Look through the pro- 
fessional journals and see the important law cases recorded 
from time to time, and it will be found that counsel have 
been instructed, and well instructed, by some of the leading 
lights of the profession. 

Much has i said with reference fo the evidence ten- 
dered by veterinary experts and the marked difference of 
opinion that exists in this direction. But peruse the evi- 
dence in ordinary law cases where actions for personal 
injuries are brought against railway companies, etc., or 
under the Employers’ Liability Act, and what do we find ? 
One expert giving diametrically opposite evidence to 
another. In the important cases medical men of the 
highest eminence are found on opposite sides, still no one 
comments on the extraordinary conflict of evidence. 

I listened to the evidence in one case, in which a police- 
man was claiming damages for injuries sustained during a 
riot. Two surgeons swore that the man would be lame for 
life from an injury to his knee, while one appearing on the 
opposite side swore that he examined the man that morn- 
ing, and there was nothing wrong with the knee! Even 
with the aid of radiography differences of opinion occur as 
to the existence, or otherwise, of a fracture, and the most 
extraordinary conflict of evidence is observed in some of 
these cases. 

In an important case tried a short time ago, one of the 
jurymen asked the judge if an opinion could be formed by 
estimating the number of experts oneach side. The judge 
informed him that, provided one had money enough, he 
could command such a number of experts on his side in 
London as would swamp the other side: 

Now, if with the facilities in diagnosis possessed by medi- 
cal men they differ in opinion.on what would appear to be 
facts, how much more likely is it for veterinary surgeons 
to also differ. In many of the matters on which the veter- 
inary expert is called to give evidence, it is impossible to 
say which opinion is the correct one. Take the question of 
‘coarse hocks’’ and spavin. Whocan decide, provided the 

‘horse goes sound and has good hock action, unless, indeed, 
the animal in dispute is destroyed and the hocks examined ; 
then it is easy to give a correct opinion. Yet a horse case 
of very large dimensions may at any time crop up on what 
would be regarded by the public as a simple question. 

Again, may not the so-cailed -‘false-ring-bone’’ be the 
starting point of a true ringbone, at least in some instances ? 
Do these ‘‘false ’’ -ingbones ever cause lamensss ? 

Is there not ample room for difference of opinion with 
reference to the presence or absence of navicular disease ? 
In many cases either time or a post-mortem examination 
will be necessary in order to prove whose opinion is correct. 
Unfortunately these factors eannot be made use of when the 
case is a medico-legal onc. 

No doubt in time veterinary surgeons will learn to be 
less dogmatic in their opinions on matters of this kind, and 
also will appreciate that certain and respiratory 


diseases may be intermittent in their development. But so 
long as the present dogmatism exists experts will be neces- 
sary in law cases, and will be of vital importance to the con- 
duct of such cases. 

It is possible that in the future the human race may arrive 
at so civilised a state and become so honest and conscien- 
tious that law cases will be few and far between, and dis- 
putes will be amicably settled without recourse to the Law 
Courts. But until that Utopian stvze is reached, lawyers 
and experts will flourish, and the latter will be found indis- 
pensable to the former. 

Does the expert desire that his client should win the case ? 
Most certainly, if it was not a genuine case then indeed the 
expert would be ill-advised to have anything to do with it. 
But provided there is room for honest difference of opinion, 
the expert is fully justified in instructing counsel, and 
attending consultations of counsel on behalf of his client. 
He is well paid for his services—or at least it is his own 
fault if he does not demand and receive a substantial tee. 

Personally, I enjoy an important horse case, provided I 
do not figure as the defendant in same, and that I have 
intelligent counsel to deal with, and an honest and liberal 
client. More especially does such a case give pleasure when 
the experts on the other side are of the Sir Oracle type, 
and exhibit a spirit of dogmatism which is out of all propor- 
tion to their knowledge of professional matters, as elicited 

ination. —Yours, etc., 


Cross: 


* Latirat.”’ 


- VOMITION IN THE HORSE. 
ir, 


The short account recorded by Mr. Hamilton Kirk last 
week of manifestations of this unusual symptom in the 
horse, brings to my mind the first occasion 1 witnessed it, 
now many years ago. It was at our local Steeplechase 
Meeting where one of the horses had fallen heavily upon 
landing overa drop fence. Upon making a careful exam- 
ination soon afterwards the only alarming symptom was 
occasional spasmodic contraction of the cervical muscular, 
accompanied by a discharge of ingesta from both nostrils. 
Having been taught by teachers and text-books that vomi- 
tion was a diagnostic symptom of serious abdominal lesion— 
probably ruptured stomach, I, of course, prognosed most 
unfavourably, but to my surprise the animal very soon 
recovered. I witnessed the condition many times when in 
South Africa, generally as a result of heavy falls, some end- 
ing fatally and others making quick recovery. Although 
in charge of three shiploads of horses for the Boer war, 
during one of which many of the animals got terribly 
knocked about, I have not witnessed the symptom at sea. 


Tuos. A. Hupanp. 
Kingsdown, Sevenoaks. 


HOW LONG CAN A HORSE REMAIN UNDER 
WATER? 


Sir, 

I was coming in a train about two months ago from the 
Argentine to Valparaiso, and the course of the line is that 
of the Acoucagua river. It is two miles wide when the 
snows are melting, but at times is merely rivulets. The 
bed is composed of large stones, on the underside of which 
grows a species of riverweed. The native horses are very 
fond of this, and- the natives turn them out to feed on it. 
The depth of the water on this occasion was about 50 centi- 
metres, and the horses were feeding with their heads com- 
pletely immersed. We watched them for some time and 
decided to time them how long they could keep their heads 
under water. The best times are as follows: 

4 minutes 35 seconds 
4 2 
3 ” 32 ” 

All these times were taken with a Benson chronometer. 
I am assured it is no uncommon thing for a mare to foal in 
the river, but until I see one I shall refrain from writing 
on the subject, nevertheless it is a fact the horses of the 
Acoucagua valley live a semi-aquatic life. 


Wn. J. Moopy, F.R.c.v.s, 
Jockey Club de Chile. 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
AssociaTION oF VETERINARY Orricers oF HgALTH 
Pres: Mr. J. G. Reynard, u.n.c.v.s., Perth 
Hon, Sec. & Treas. . A. M. Trotter, u.8.c.v.s., 
Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 


Borper Counties V.M.S8. 

Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.8.c.v.s., Wigton 

Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.R.c.v.8., 

Dalegarth, Windermere 

Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 

Baritish V.M.A. 

Pres: Dr. Gibbons, m.R.c.v.s., Vancouver, 

Hon. Pres: Dr. Hamilton, m.8.c.v.s., Victoria. 

Sec., Treas., Registrar. Dr. T. Jagger, V.S., Vancouver. 


Carz or Goop V.M.8. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, ™.n.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. d& Treas. Mr. R. W. Paine, F.n.c.v.s. 


Cenrrat V.S. 
Pres. Mr. R. J. Foreman, m.8.¢.v.s., High Cross, Tottenham 
Gon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.n8.0.v.8., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 
Centra Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 
Centrat V,A. or TRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 
Hon, Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter, F 8.c.v.8., Queen-st., Limerick 
Treas; Mr. P. J. Howard, .z.c.v.s., Ennis 
Conxaveut V.M.A 
Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.n.c.v.s., Ballina 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. A. J. Moffett, u.n.c.v.s., Galway 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. G. Heatley, ™.n.c.v.s., Woodbridge 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Sidney Smith, Junr., M.R.C.V.8. 
37 7 High Street, Lowestoft 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 


Guascow V.M.S8. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J, Gibson, 16 Overdale Gdns, Langside, Glas, 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or 
Pres; Prin. A. E, Mettam, z.c.v.s., R.V. Coll., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Watson, M.R.O.V.8., 
Municipal Buildings, aes Hill, — 
Hon, Treas: Prof. Craig, u.a., Royal Vety. Coll ., Dabli in. 


Lancaspine V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, com 
Town Hall, Manchester 
Hon. Treas: Mr. W. Packman, M.8.c.v.s., Bury, Lancs. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. G. H. Locke, m.n.c.v.s., 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. W. W.Grasby, m.n.c.v.s., Daventry 
Hon. Sec: Treas: Mr. C. W. Townsend, F.n.0.v.s., 
Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


Liverroot University V.M.S. 
: Mr. J. T, Share-Jonos, F.z.c.v.s., University, L’pool, 
Bon. ‘Secs: Prot. H. E. Annett, The University, 
A. Richardson, m.8.c.v.s., ill Arundel Avenue, L’pool. 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 
Ver. Assn. or Manrrosa. 
: Dr. W. A. Dunbar, Winnipeg 
Ben Sec. d Treas: Dr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 
Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H.L. Pemterton, m.x.c.v.s., Bridgnorth 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. 
Camden House, Higt h-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, gs 
Friday alternately in Feb, May, Aug. and 


Natat Vetertnary Mepicat Assocration. 
Pres. Mr. H. Watkins Pitchford, Govt. Bacteriologist, 


Pietermaritzburg 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. B. Collyer, 
Vety. Inspector Natal Police, Pietermaritzburg 


Nationat Vert. Association. 
Pres: Mr. W. Woods, F.8.0.v.8., Wigan. 
See: Mr. William Hunting, r.n.c.v.s. London, 8.W. 
Treas: Prof. G H. Wooldridge, F-.n.c.v.s.. 
Ryl. Vet. Coll., Camden Town, n.w 
Nationa, Vetermany Benevotent & Morvan 
Derence 


Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.8.0.v.8., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.8.0.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.8.0.v.4. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


or Eneianp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.2.0.v.8. 
27 Marlborough street, Seaham Harbour 
Hon. Sec : T. T. Jack, u.n.c.v.s., 3 Elmwood Ter, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Noxts or Inrianp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Emery, F.8.c.v.8., Belfast 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J.S. A. Jordan, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.R.c.v.s., Lurgan 


Norrs or Scortanv V.M.8. 

Pres: Vet.-Capt. Clement Baxter, m.R.c.v.s., Elgin 

Hon. Sec. Treas : Mr. G. Howie, u.n.c.v.s. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 


North Wares V.M.A. 

Pres; Mr. O. Trevor Williams, m.n.c.v.s., Llangefni 

Alon. Sec. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.r,c.v.s., Carnarvon 

Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 
Ontario V.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 

Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Onturio 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. E. J. Mellett, u.n.c.v.s., Henley-on-Thames 
Hon. Sec. Treas: Mr. G.P. Male, .n.c.v.s., Reading 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and py 


Roya Scorrisx 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.8.0.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Roya. M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. 6. Gorton, M.B.c.v.s. Assist. Mr. T. J. Davis 


Scorrish Merrorouitan V.M.8. 

Pres: Mr. James Peddie, F.a.c.v.s., Dundee 

Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.8.c.v.8., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 
Sournern Counties V.§8. 

Pres: Mr. W. Hunting, r.n.c.v.s., London 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, .n.c.v.s., Worthing 

Hon, Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, u.8.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sours Durgam anp Norts Yorxsuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas : Mr. J. Tayior, F.2.0.v.8. 
Grange Road, 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Deo. 
TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr.C. E. Gray, p.v.s., Box 134, Pretoria. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Conacher, a.v.s., Box 877, Johannesburg 


Victoria VETERINARY BENEVOLENT Fonp. 

Pres. W, Freeman Barrett, Esq. 

Court, Temple, 
Hon. Sec. &d Treas: Mr. W. Shipley, F.R.c.v.s. 

South ‘Town. Great Yarmouth. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. E. Whitemore, m.n.c.v.s., Langport 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.n.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.x.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scortanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. Macfarlane, m.n.c.v.s, 75 West Nile-st, Glasgow 
Hon. Sec: & Treasr: Mr. Robert Mitchell, M.R.C.V.S., 
1291 Argyll Street, Sandyford 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
Yorxsuire Ver. Association 

Pres: Mr. A. McCarmick, m.8.0.v.s., Kirkstall-road, Leeds 
Hon. See: Mr. J Clarkson, u.2.c.v.s., Garforth, nr. Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. H. G. Bowes, F.n.c.v.8., 


106 Clarendon Road, Leeds 
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